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E4ST  HERTFORDSHIRE  COivIBIl^D PI  STRICTS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  IvIEDiCAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YZAR,1962, 


BRAUGHING  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


P R E F A C E 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  cf  the  Rural  District  of  Braughing  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  I962. 

In  the  preface  to  last  year’s  report,  particular  mention 
was  made  of  the  problems  of  Sewage  and  a pure  YTater  Supply  in  a 
Rural  District  and  a special  plea  was  made  regarding  the  needs  of 
old  people  in  the  Community.  I am  happy  to  report  that  all  these 
matters  made  progress  during  I962, 

The  sewerage  schemes  for  the  villages  of  Great 
Hormead  and  Hare  Street  were  completed  and  connected  to  the  new 
Braughing  Disposal  Works*  Here  I70  houses  will  -benefit. 

Plans  are  going  ahead  for  the  sewering  of  Furneux 
Pelham  and  Buntingford  with  its  adjacent  villages  of  Buckland, 
Westmill  and  Aspenden.  The  joint  scheme  with  Ware  Rural  District 
for  Much  Hadham  and  Widford  is  making  slow  progress.  Full  particulars 
are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

As  regards  Water  Supplies,  thirty- three  private 
sources  supplying  ei^ty-five  premises  were  sampled  during  the  year, 
of  these,  twenty  were  satisfactory  and  out  of  the  remaining  thirteen, 
tank  cleaning  resulted  in  satisfactory  samples  in  three  cases,  one 
well  was  closed  down,  closure  of  another  with  opening  a mains  supply 
is  under  consideration,  while  the  remaining  six  are  being  investigated 
further. 
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The  conversion  of  an  old  cleansing  station  at 
Bridgefoot  House,  the  Council’s  offices  at  Buntingford,  to  a modern 
kitchen  hy  the  Rural  District  Council, together  with  the  necessary 
equipment  sup]jlied  hy  the  County  Council,  led  to  the  opening  of  a new 
Meals  of  Wheels  Service  hy  the  W.V.S,  for  old  people  in  the 
Buntingfordand  ad  joining  northern  areas  of  the  District  on  20th 
Novemher.  The  photographs  reproduced  in  the  report  hy  kind  permission 
of  the  Hertfordshire  Mercury  show  the  scene  at  Buntingford  when  the 
first  delivery  was  due  to  start  and  a view  of  workers  in  the  new  kitchen. 

In  March  a service  to  the  Eastwick  and  Gilston 
Parishes  which  arc  in  the  Ware  Rural  District itogether  with  High  Wych 
which  is  in  the  Braughing  Rural  District,  was  begun  in  conjunction 
with  Ware  Rural  District  Council  and  it  is  hoped  that  at  a later 
date  the  Hadhams  and  Alhury  v/ill  benefit  similiarly. 

The  general  state  of  the  health  of  the  District  has 
been  good  with  little  incidence  of  infectious  disease.  In  the 
infectious  disease  field,  the  most  noteworthy  incident  was  the  smallpox 
scare, which  affected  chiefly  the  Hoddesdon,  Hertford  and  Bishop' s 
Stortford  areas^  resulting  in  many  requests  for  primary 
vaccination  in  adults.  This  is  a practice  not 

without  risky  it  is  much  wiser  for  parents  to  ensure  that  their 
children  are  vaccinated  in  infancy  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  recommended 
in  November  I962  that  this  should  bo  done  during  the  first  two  years 
of  life  preferably  in  the  second  year.  This  reduces  the  risk  of  spread 
of  infection  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  and  ensures  a better  response 
in  individuals  revaccinated  after  exposure  to  infection.  The  scare  is 
reported  in  greater  detail  in  the  text  of  the  report, 

A noteworthy  fact,  which  has  previously  been  commented 
upon  in  annual  reports,  is  the  number  of  persons  who  die  over  the  age 
of  70»  III  1962  this  figure  rose  to  8j  out  of  123  or  JO^  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths. 


In  conclusion  I must  again  record  my  great 
appreciation  of  the  keen  interest  shown  in  Public  Health  matters 
bothby  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  and  would  like  to 
thank  in  particular  their  respective  Chairmen  for  their  support, 
and  encouragement. 


My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  other  Chief  Officers 
and  also  to.  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  all  the  help 
I have  received  from  them  during  the  past  year, 

I am, 

Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obedient  servant 

Gordon  M,  Friz  ell  e. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
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Gordon  M.  Frizelle  T.D.  , M.D.  , D.P.H, 
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Central  Office; 
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Deputy  (Part-Time)  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Inspector  N.  A.  SHUTSS. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 
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Mr.S.R.G.  Hewlett 
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Mr. E, Howard  Carter,  and 
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Miss  L. A. M. Lloyd 
Taylor  (ex  office). 
Mr.A. Vandome 
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SECTION 


"A" 


GENER^iL STATISTICS  1962, 

(Tatle  1 ) 

(Figures  for  I96I  are  shov/n  in  Drackets), 


POPULATION. 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  of  Braughing  Rural  District. 

10,150  (10,120) 

GENEEIAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  45>570 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books. 


3,279  (3.325) 

Number  of  Houses  per  acre  ...  0,07 

Number  of  Persons  per  acre  ...  0,22 

Number  of  Persons  per  house  ...  3*09 

Rateable  Value  of  District  , , , £102 , 343 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . £410 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


(TaLle  2). 

(Figures  for  I96I  are  shown  in  "brackets). 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Male  Female 


Total 


Legitimate 

79  (77)  59’ 

(69)  138 

(idS) 

Illegi timate 

6 (3)  2 

(2)  8 

(5) 

Total  Live  Births 

85  (80)  61 

(71)  146 

(151) 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

14.38 

(14.92) 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Births 

1.03 

(1.03) 

Standardised  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000 

population  I4. 8l 

(15.38) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of 
total  Live  Births. 

5.48 

(3.31) 

STILL  LIRTHS. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1 

(1) 

2 (1) 

3 (2) 

Total  Still  Births 

1 

(1) 

2 (1) 

3 (2) 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total 
and  still  births 

live 

20. 

• 

rH 

rH 

07) 

TOTAL  LIVE  AMD  STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legi  timate 

Illegi timate 

86  (78) 

7 (3) 

63  (70) 

2 (2) 

149  (148) 
9 (5) 

Total  Live  and  Still 

Births 

93 

(81) 

65  (72) 

158  (153) 

COMPARISION  RATES. 

Braughing 

Rural  District 

Hertford 

County 

England 
and  Wale 

Live  Birth  Rate 

14.38 

18.91 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1.03 

0.9 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

14.81 

16.37 

18.0 

Still  Birth  Rate 

20.13 

14.22 

18.1. 
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vital  Statistics 

Table  2 continued. 


imm  DEATHS. 


Male 

F 

emale 

Total 

Infants 

under  one  v/eek,  Total 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

2 

.4} 

Legitimate 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

2 

(4) 

Illegi timate 

Infants 

lander  four  weeks,  Total 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

2 

(4) 

Legitimate 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

2 

(4) 

Illegitimate 

Infants 

under  one  year,  Total 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

2 

(4) 

Legi  timate 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

2 

(4) 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

INFANT  mortality  RATES. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total 
live  births. 

13.69 

(26.49) 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000 
legitimate  live  births. 

14.44 

(27.39) 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births. 

00.00 

(00.00) 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (death  of 

infants  under  four  weeks  per 

1000  toteL  live  births) 

13.69 

(26.49) 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
of  infants  xonder  one  week  per 

1000  total  live  births) 

13.69 

(26.49) 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  births 
and  deaths  of  infants  londer 
one  week  combined)  per  1000 
live  and  still  births. 

33.55 

(39.21) 

1/IATEENAL  DEATHS 


Maternal  deaths  including  abortion 

00,00 

(00.00) 

Maternal  mortality  Rate  per  1000 
live  and  still  births. 

00,00 

(00.00) 

DEi>.THS  (total). 

Deaths  of  all  ages 

Males 

Females 

47 

76 

0 0 

Total 

123 

(130) 

Death  ‘Rate  per  1000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths 
Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

12.11 

0.92 

11.14 

(12.84) 

(o<,9i) 

(11.69) 

COMPARISION  RATES. 

Braughing 

Rioral  District 

Hertford  England 
County  and 

Wales. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

13.69 

17.76 

20.7 

Legi timate 

Illegitimate 

14.44 

00,00 

17.45 

24.67 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

13.69 

13.02 

15.1 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

13.69 

11.35 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

33.55 

31.73 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

00.00 

0.19 

0.35 

Death  Rate 

12.11 

9.57 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

0.92 

1.13 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

11.14 

10.81 

11.9 

PKEVALENCE  OF,  MD  CONTROL  OVER  IITF5CTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Eotifia'ble  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  d^lring  the  Year, 


Disease 

Total 
all 
ages 
for  the 
Year 

Under 

1 

1- 

25- 

Over 

6^ 

Eot 

known 

Measles 

44 

- 

11 

29 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

Jaundice 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cou^  7 

- 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

1 

1 
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INCIDENCE  OF  DIESEA.SE  DURING  THE  DIFEZREljT  MONTHS 


First 

Q,ua.rter 

Second 

Qtiarter 

Third 

Quarter 

j'ourth 

Quarter 

Jan.  Fel.  Mar,  Apr 

• May  June 

July  Aug,  Sert. 

Oct.  Nov,  : 

Dec, 

Measles 

_ - - X 

- 

21  5 - 

CD 

5 

Pneumonia 

- _ 2 - 

- 

- _ - 

1 

1 

Jaundice 

1 - ^ - 

Whooping 

Cou^ 

- _ - - 

- « 

5 2 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- - 1 - 

- - 

_ - - 

- - 

- 

-11- 


DISTRIBUTION  OR  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DI SEASIS AMONG  TEE  DIFFERENTD  PARISHES. 


Pari  sh 


Whooping 

Measles  Pneumonia  Jaundice  Cough  Dysentery 


Alhury  10 

Anstey  - 

Aspen den  - 

Ardeley  - 

Braughing  - 

Brent  Pelham  - 

Buckland  ~ 


Buntingford  2 

Furneux  Pelham  - 

Cottered  25 

Hormead  ~ 

High  Wych 

little  Hadham  2 

Much  Hadham  2 

Meesden  — 


Stocking  Pelham  - 
Thorley  3 
Westmill  _ 
Wyddial  - 


1 


1 

1 


1 
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TUBERCULOSI  S during  1962 


1 Tulerculosis 

Total 

Under 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65 

Age  * 

I 

\ 

all 

5 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

No  t , 

New  Cases  Only 

1 

Ages 

Years 

14 

24 

44 

64 

over 

knovm,  , 

1 

1 Respiratory 

I 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

**  i 

1 Meninges  & C.N. 

S.  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! 

i 

Other 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

f 

— 1 

1 

1 

1 Tuber culos 

i 

1 

1 

i 

Males 

Females  i 

All  Cases 

! 

1 

1 

1 

Total  j 

1 

N.P.  1 
' 

P 

j 

N.P.  ! 

1 

Cases  on  Register  j 

j at  1st  January, 1962, 

i ! 

! 

79  i 

i 

30 

I 

i 

15  ; 

1 

i 

! 

New  Cases 

f 

1 

1 

1 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

j Cases 

1 Added 
j to 

Register 

1 

i 

Restored 

to 

j Register 

- 

" 

I nward  ' 

, Transfers  , 

' 1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

r 

. Deaths  1 

i ' 

- 

- 

- 

Case  s 

i Removed 
i from 

1 Outward  I 

i Transfers  ^ 

i . 

2 

- 

. 1 

' 

i 

i 

1 

1 

■ Register 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i Patients  | 
Cured 

I 

13 

5 

- 

8 

1 

i 

Other 

12 

3 

- 

4 

5 

■ 

f Cases  remaining  on  I 

! Register  at  31st  ’ 

! December,  I962 

55 

23 

8 

14 

j 

10  1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  DUHING  THE  YSAP.  I962, 


Line  No« 


M 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


ALL  CAUSES 

Tuberculosis,respiratory 
'Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease  ••• 

Diphtheria  •». 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Mee^sles  • • • • • • 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

*'  ” lung,  bronchus 

"•  breast  ... 

” ” uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

Le'ukaemia,  aleukaemia  

Dxabetes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza  ...  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasis  of  prostate  ...  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 
Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents  

Sui Cl de  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


^7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 
4 
8 

2 

7 
0 
0 

8 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
2 
0 

3 

0 

0 


76 

rv 

vj 

C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 
2 

0 

4 
vj 
1 

23 


(a) 

(b) 

(c^ 

(d; 


still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  ...  1 
” " " four  weeks  to  one  year  of  age  1 
" " under  one  week  of  age  ...  1 


2 

1 

1 

1 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  Eegi strar-General^ 3 mid-year  Estimate  of  the  population  of 
the  Rural  District  was  10,150,  this  "being  an  increase  of  30  over  that  of 

1961. 


The  nimiher  of  inha"bited  houses  v/as  3279*  the  nun"ber  of  houses 
per  acre  0.07,  the  num"ber  of  persons  per  acre  0.22  and  the  num'ber  of 
persons  per  house  3»09«  The  small  figure  for  the  num'ber  of  houses  and 
the  num'ber  of  persons  per  acre  are  only  to  "be  expected  in  a very  large 
rural  area  devoid  of  Industries. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  total  num'ber  of  deaths  at  all  ages  fell  from  I30  in  I96I 
to  123  in  1962.  The  total  n\am'ber  of  live  "births  also  fell  from  I5I  to 
146.  The  still  births  were  3 s-s  compared  with  2 the  previous  year 
while  the  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  amounted  only  to  2 
as  compared  with  4 in.  196I.  Both  these  occurred  in  the  early  neo-natal 
range  (under  one  week  of  age). 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

CAUSES  OE  DEATH. 


Once  again  disease  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  accounted 
for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths,  viz.  40  or  32.^.  Vascular  disease 
of  the  nervous  system  was  responsible  for  27  deaths  or  21.9^.  r.ialignant 
disease  aacounbadfor  I8  deaths  or  14o6^b.  4 of  these  were  due  to  malignant 
disease  of  the  lung.  The  incidence  of  death  from  pnexomonia  was  unusally 
high,  being  18. 

The  two  deaths  in  infants  under  one  week  of  age  were  due  to 
prematurity  and  congenital  abnormalities.  The  three  accidental  deaths 
were  caused  by  drowning,  exposure  and  a fall  downstairs. 

When  the  deaths  at  the  age  of  "JO  and  over  are  put  into  age 
groups  the  following  results  are  obtained 

70-79  80-89  90-99 

40”  39” 

This  gives  a total  of  87  or  JCffs  of  all  the  deaths  which 
is  almost  10^^  hij^er  than  the  I96I  percentage. 

IHEECTTOUS  DISEASE. 

Only  44  cases  of  measles  occurred  dviring  the  year. 
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The  origin  of  the  sme,llpox  scare  referred  to  in  the 
preface  is  now  reported  in  detail. 

Early  in  January  ceses  of  Smallpox  imported  from 
Pakistan  were  reported  from  London,  Birmingham,  Cardiff  and 
Bradford,  Later  in  the  year  an  outhrealc  also  occurred  in  G-lamorgan, 

On  13th  January  a girl  collapsed  in  Harrow  and  was 
taken  hy  ambulance  to  hospital  where  she  subsequently  died. 

Later  tha.t  day  the  ambulance  which  took  her  to  hospital  conveyed  three 
patients  who  were  being  discharged  from  hospital  to  Liverpool  St, 
Station  v/here  one  of  them  was  placed  in  a train  to  Bishop’ s 
Stortford,  At  Bishop’s  Stortford  the  patient  was  met  by  an  ambulance 
and  taken  home  to  Essex, 

After  admission  to  hospital,  the  symptoms  of  the  girl 
who  had  collapsed  led  to  a provisional  diagnosis  of  smallpox  being 
made.  In  consequence,  the  hospital  was  closed,  Liverpool  St.  Station 
was  informed  and  the  train  which  conveyed  the  returning  patient  to 
Bishop’s  Stortford  was  taken  out  of  service  at  Broxbourne  at  10.28  p.m. 
Here  the  police  advised  passengers  to  seek  vaccination  from  their  own 
doctors. 


Reports  v/hich  started  to  reach  me  later  on  the  night  of 
Saturday,  13th  Janua.ry,  were  confused  and  contradictory.  It  was 
well  into  the  early  hours  of  Sunday  morning  before  a clear  picture 
began  to  emerge  and  this  was  largely  due  to  the  invaluable 
assistance  I received  from  the  Hertfordshire  Ambulance  Station,  in 
particular  the  Ambxolance  Supervisory  Officer  on  duty,  to  whom  I am 
much  indebted. 

In  the  meantime  doctors  in  many  parts  of  East  Herts, 
were  being  wakened  with  demands  for  immediate  vaccination.  Early 
on  Sunday  morning  arrangements  were  made  for  the  procurement  of 
stocks  of  vaccine. 

On  Simday  14th  January,  however,  a post  mortem  examination 
on  the  deceased  girl  revealed  that  the  cause  of  death  was  not  smallpox 
at  all  and  the  hospital  was  accordingly  reopened. 

As  soon  as  the  full  facts  becajne  known,  especially  the 
important  fact  that  there  was  no  question  of  smallpox,  all  doctors  and 
authorities  concerned  were  informed  and  a comprehensive  statement  was 
made  to  the  Press,  to  whom  I am  very  grateful  for  the  wide  publicity 
they  gave  in  order  to  allay  alarm.  This  emphasizes  the  importa.nt 
role  the  Press  can  play  in  assisting  the  Health  Department. 

Despite  the  fact  that  there  was  no  cause  for  alarm, 
doctors  in  East  Hertfordshire  as  elsewhere  in  the  country  were 
overwhelmed  by  requests  for  vaccination  from;  persons  who  could  not 
remotely  be  deemed  to  be  contacts.  This  diverted  supplies  of 
vaccine  from  the  areas  where  they  were  most  needed  to  such  an 
extent  that  for  a time  a National  Rationing  System  had  to  be  imposed. 
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This  was  relaxed  as  additional  stocks  of  vaccine  hecaine  available. 

The  lesson  to  he  learnt  from  this  local  incident  as  well 
as  from  the  genuine  outhreals  elsewhere  is  the  importance  of  infant 
vaccination  as  pointed  out  in  the  preface  to  this  report, 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  year  showed  a satisfactory  reduction  in  the  number 
of  cases  on  the  register.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were 
79  to  which  were  added  one  new  case  and  2 inward  transfers.  On  the 
other  hand  27  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  of  which  I3  were 
pronounced  cured,  there  being  a total  of  55  year. 

During  I962  the  final  figures  for  the  mass  X-ray  survey 
at  Much  Hadham  in  I96I  were  reported  69  males  and  II4  females  were 
X-rayed;  one  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  three  cases  of  other 
chest  abnormality  were  discovered, 

OLD  PEOPLES  WELFARE. 


Miss  K.M,  - aged  65» 

Has  spent  a reasonably  comfortable  year  in  Part  III 
accommodation.  Cannot  move  from  her  wheel  chair.  Looks,  eats  and 
sleeps  well, 

Mt»  E,E.  - aged  80, 

Slow  deterioration  in  his  general  condition.  It  is 
anticipated  that  he  may  soon  be  moved  from  Part  III  accommodation  to 
the  hospital, 

Mr,  A.H.S,  — aged  69* 

Has  taken  on  a new  lease  of  life  in  Part  III  accommodation. 
Is  bri^t  and  lively,  gets  about  and  joins  in  all  the  outings. 

Miss  A.P,  - aged  91 > 

Lives  at  home  and  looks  after  her  young  brother  aged  821 
Is  remarkably  agile  and  mentally  alert, 

HATIOILJj  aSSI STaHCE  iiCTS,  I948  ■ nd  1951, 

No  action  under  Sections  47  of  these  Acts  was  req^uired 
during  the  year. 
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MEALS  OF  WHEELS. 


In  April  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  held  discussions  7ri.th 
the  County  Organizer  and  other  representatives  of  the  Womens  Voluntary 
Services  regarding  the  institution  of  a Heals  on  Wheels  Service  to  the 
Buntingford  area.  In  the  Chairman’ s opinion,  the  old  Cleansing  Station 
at  Bridgefoot  House,  which  already  ha.d  water  and  electricity  laid 
on  and  had  the  adva.ntage  of  a separate  entrance,  would  lend  itself  to 
adaptation  as  a Kitchen. 

The  Council  agreed  to  this  proposal  and  decided  to  hear 
the  cost  amounting  to  £284.  12.  6d.  for  the  conversion  to  a modern 
kitchen.  The  new  kitchen  would  then  he  let  to  the  W, V. S.  for  the 
sum  of  £40  per  annum  including  rates.  The  req.uisite  work  was 
accordingly  put  in  ha,nd  and  the  kitchen  equipment  was  supplied  hy  the 
Welfare  Department  of  the  County  Council, 

On  November  20th  the  first  delivery  of  meals  from  the 
kitchen  was  carried  out,  18  Old  age  pensioners  receiving  meals.  The 
meals  are  delivered  hy  cars  and  are  kept  hot  in  metal  containers  into 
which  red-hot  charcoal  is  put. 

Thus,  within  a period  of  seven  months,  the  scheme  was 
conceived,  planned  and  put  into  effect,  due  to  the  initiative 
of  the  Council  Chairman,  Miss  Lloyd  Taylor,  working  in  conjunction 
with  Mrs,  Battye,  the  County  Organiser  of  the  W.V,  S. 

By  the  end  of  March  I962,  Ware  Rural  District  Council 
had  arranged  with  the  W, V, S.  to  start  a Meals  on  Wheels  Scheme 
for  the  parishes  of  Eastwick,  Gilston  and  High  Wych.  The  meals 
would  he  supplied  twice  a week,  initially  some  sixteen  persons  would 
benefit,  The  Braughing  Rural  District  Coiancil  agreed  to  make  a 
contribution  to  the  Ware  Rural  District  Council  in  respect  of  the 
parishioners  in  Hi^  Wych, 

It  is  hoped  that  at  a later  date  a similar  scheme 
covering  the  Hadham  and  Alhury  will  he  put  into  effect, 

FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

In  November  the  Council  resolved  to  recommend  that  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  he  informed  that  the  Council 
favoui’ed  the  fluoridation  of  the  water  supply, 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS. 


Frequent  inspections  of  food  premises  are  made.  No  statutory 
action  under  the  Regulations  was  necessary. 
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REPORTS 


A number  of  special  reports  were  made  to  the  Committee 
and  Council  during  I962,  These  inclioded  those  on  The  Tuberculous 
Immigrant  which  led  the  Council  to  make  special  representation  to  the 
M.P,  for  East  Herts,  and  to  the  Rural  District  Councils  Association, 
Smallpox;,  Accidents  in  the  Home,  and  Preservation  and  Storage  of  Pood, 
Smoking  and  Health,  Poisoning,  Fluoridation  of  TJater  Supplies,  the  Home 
Help  Service  and  Non-Fatal  Accidents  in  Children, 

BUILDING. 


During  the  year  I962  5 Old  Peoples  Bungalows  were  built 
by  the  Council,  and  29  Houses  by  Private  Enterprise, 


PUBLICATIONS. 


The  Prosorvation  and  Storage 
of  Food. 

The  M,0,H,  and  the  Press. 


Journal  of  the  Royal  Institute 
of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene. 

The  Health  Education  Journal. 


-20- 


SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  BRAUGHING 
RT.TRftL  DISTRICT. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Cambridge. 

In  emergency  medical  specimens  may  be  examined  at  the  Laboratory 
of  the  Hertford  County  Hospital,  Hertford,  or  the  Herts,  and 
Essex  General  Hospital,  Bishop’s  Stortford. 

COUIMTY  COUNCIL  HE/lLTH  SERVICE^. 

The  following  County  Council  Services  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  194^,  are  available  for  Braughing  Area.  Full  details 
can  be  obtained  from  the  County  Medical  Officer,  County  Hall,  Hertford. 

Home  Nursing,  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting  and  Welfare  Centres. 

Number  of  Nurses  (equivalent  full  time)  3’2 

Welfare  Centre  (Mobile  Clinic)  3 

Vaccinations  against  Smallpox,  Dl-phtheria,  Wliooping  Cough,Te  tanus  and 

Poliomyelitis. 


Babies  may  be  immunised  against  these  diseases  at  the  Welfare 
Centres  and  Family  Doctors  will  also  provide  a similar  service. 

Home  and  Domestic  Help. 

Applications  for  this  Service  should  be  addressed  to  tlie  Local 
Organiser  at  27,  Bull  Plain,  Hertford  (Telephone;  Hertford  3^32)  or 
25a,  Portland  Road,  Bishop's  Stortford  (Telephone:  Bishop's  Stortford  2740)* 

A charge  may  be  made  for  this  service,  in  accordance  with  the 
County  Council's  assessment  scale. 

Care  and  After  Care. 

Applications  for  recuperative  holidays,  if  recommended  by  the 
Medical  Attendant,  should  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Equipment  can  be  issued  on  loan  to  patients  being  nursed  at  home. 
Medical  Loan  Depots  have  been  established  at  Braughing,  Buntingford,and 
Much  Hadham. 

A charge  may  be  made  for  both  of  the  above  services* 


.21- 


Amljulance  Service. 


There  are  Amhiolance  Stations  at  Hertford  (Telephone: Hertford  h242) 
at  Bishop's  Stortford  (Telephone;  Bishop's  Stortford  1101)  and  7are 
(Telephone;  V^are  2222),  Except  in  emergency  an  amo-ulance  should  he 
S'  Medical  Practitioner, 

Bay  Nurseries. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  the  Braughing  Rural  District, 

Mental  Health, 


Arrangements  for  patients  requiring  treatment  under  the 
Mental  Health  Act,  1959)  made  hy  their  own  doctor  or  hy  the  Mental 

Health  Officer , Mr, J,H. Webster, Collett  Road, War e, Herts. (Tel ephonalWare  2541)* 


Help  in  respect  of  Mentally  Defective  persons  can  he  obtained  by 
application  to  the  County  Medical  Officer, 


An  Occupation  Centre  for  defective  children  has  been  established 
in  Hertford, 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 


The  Area  is  served  chiefly  by  the  County  Hospital,  Hertford, 
and  the  Herts,  and  Essex  General  Hospital,  Bishop's  Stortford, 

Patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Diseases  are  admitted  either 
to  St.  Ann's  Hospital  or  South  Lodge  Hospital, 

Chronic  sick  can  be  admitted  to  Western  House  Hospital , Collett 

Road,  Ware. 


Western  House  - not  the  hospital  - provide saccommodation  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

GENERAL  PRACTITIONER  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

There  are  4 doctors  in  the  area, Practitioners  from  adjoining 
areas  also  have  some  patients  in  Braughing  Rural  District. 

DENTAL  SERVICE. 

There  are  no  Dental  Surgeons  resident  in  the  Area.  The  District 
is  served  by  Dental  Surgeons  in  adjoining  localities. 

OTHER  SERVICES. 


There  is  a Club  for  Old  People  at  Buntingford,  and  also  at 

Braughing, 

Wpmen' s Institutes  are  active  at  I5  centres  in  the  District, 
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"C". 


SMITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OE  THE  AREA- 


REPORT  OP  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


Por  the  Year  I962. 
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WATER 


SUPPLY. 


Source  of  Supply, 

Maine  water  is  supplied  to  the  District  by  the  Lee 
Valley  Water  Company, 

Q,U£).lity  of  Water  Supply. 

Samples  of  water  were  tauken  by  the  Water  Company,  and  the 
report  on  each  sample  v/as  satisfactory. 

Private  Water  Supplies. 

During  the  year  47  samples  of  water  were  taken  from 
32  private  supplies  supplying  85  premises.  These  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cambridge  for  examination, 

13  samples  affecting  11  sources  of  suprly  v;ere  reported 
as  being  unsatisfactory.  In  three  cases  suspected  tanks  have  been 
cleaned  out.  This  has  resulted  in  satisfactory  supplies. 

In  another  case  the  use  of  the  well  has  been  discontinued,  water 
being  obtained  from  the  mains  supply,  and  in  a further  case  the 
provision  of  mains  supply  and  discontinuance  of  use  of  the  well  is 
under  consideration.  In  the  remaining  6 cases  further  samples 
are  to  be  taken  in  an  effort  to  discover  the  source  of  pollution. 
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TYPE  OE  WATER  SUPPLY 

PAEISH 

Houses 
supplied 
from  mains. 

Wells  in 

Use 

Houses 

Erom  Wells 

AlLiiry 

161 

2 

2 

Anstey 

93 

5 

8 

Ardeley 

124 

5 

8 

Aspenden 

66 

1 

1 

Braughing 

289 

8 

27 

Brent  Pelham 

56 

- 

- 

Buckland 

98 

1 

1 

Buntingford 

571 

3 

3 

Cotterwd 

159 

3 

5 

Eurneux  Pelham 

136 

1 

5 

Wych 

168 

15 

23 

Hormead 

201 

1 

1 

Little  Hadham 

269 

5 

11 

Meesden 

39 

- 

Much  Hadham 

539 

6 

15 

Stocking  Pelham 

41 

- 

- 

Thor ley 

97 

2 

2 

festmill 

74 

8 

16 

Wyddial 

32 

2 

2 

TOTAL  for  I962 

3213 

68 

130 
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PT(]?7EEIAGS  and  sewage  pi  sposal 


CESSPOOLS, 


During  the  year  1395  emptyings  were  carried  out  which  is 
200  less  than  in  I96I, 

One  free  emptying  is  still  provided  and  requests  for  the  service 
are  particularly  heavy  in  theearl.y  part  of  the  year,  causing  delay  in 
meeting  the  demand,  hut  with  a few  exceptions  the  reason  is  appreciated 
and  the  service  has  generally  been  well  ma,intained. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS, 

Braughing. 

15  private  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewers  during  the  year 
bringing  the  total  connected  to  125  private  houses  and  62  Council  Eo'oses, 

Hormead, 


The  sewerage  scheme  for  Great  Hormead  and  Hare  Street  was  completed 
and  became  operational  in  August  and  68  private  houses  and  4B  Council 
Houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewers. 

Much  and  Little  Hadham. 


The  joint  scheme  with  the  Ware  Rural  District  Comcil  for  the 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  Much  and  Little  Hadham,  Widford  and 
Ware  side  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry, 

Buntingford  and  District, 

The  proposed  sev/erage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  parishes 
of  B\antingford,  Aspenden,  Westmill  and  Buckland  has  been  approved  by  the 
Ministry, 

HOUSING  TREATMTIJT  PLANTS, 


Parsonage  Lane,  Albury, 

The  drainage  and  sewage  treatment  plant  to  serve  10  houses  was 
completed  and  became  operative  in  July, 
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NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION. 


A limited  scheme  of  nightsoil  collection  is  operated 
throu^out  the  district.  This  scheme  includes  the  collection  of  the 
contents  of  chemical  closets  and  pail  closets  from  premises  where 
the  occupants  are  elderly  or  incapacitated  or  where  the  gardens  are 
of  insufficient  size  for  the  satisfactory  disposal  of  the  waste 
material. 

The  collection  is  made  under  Contract,  hy  Messrs,  Tovey 
Transport,  Ltd,,  of  Cambridge,  and  during  the  year  1962,  weekly 
collections  were  made  to  premises  as  shown  below 


Albury 

15 

Little  Eadham 

47 

Anstey 

Nil 

High  Wych 

Nil 

Ardel ey 

Nil 

Hormead 

1 

Aspenden 

7 

Meesden 

Nil 

Dasaells 

5 

Brent  Pelham 

4 

(Braughlng) 

Furneux  Pelham 

23 

Buckland 

28 

Stocking  Pelham 

9 

Buntingford 

Nil 

Thorley 

2 

Cottered 

Nil 

Westmill 

21 

Much  Hadliam 

16 

Wyddial 

Nil 
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MMT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION 


Mea^t  inspection  took  plaxe  at  the  3 licensed  slaughter-houses 
in  the  District,  situated  at  Buntingford  (2)  and  Braughing  (l)  Tith  the 
following  resxilts 


Total 

Meat 

Number  of  Carcasses 

and  offal  condemned 

Home  Hilled 

Inspected 

as  Unfit 

• • • 

• • • 

1515 

136 

lbs. 

Steers 

Heifers 

Cows  Calves 

and 

Bulls 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

T 

0 

T 

A 

L 

Animals 

Slaughtered 

139 

40 

2 26 

953 

355 

1515 

(if  known). 

Animals 

Inspected 

139 

40 

CM 

CM 

953 

355 

1515 

Condemned  for  Reasons 


other  than  T.B. 

or  C.Bovis. 

Uhole  Carcass 

- >. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wei^t 

_ _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Part  or  Organ 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Wei^t 
(in  lbs). 

37 

37 
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Steers  Heifers 

Cows 

and 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

0 

T 

A 

n 

Condemned  for  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  Carcass  — — 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wei^t  — — 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Part  or  Organ  — - 

- 

- 

- 

7 

7 

Wei^t 

(in  lbs)  - - 

— 

— 

— 

99 

99 

Condemned  for  Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Whole  Carcass  - — 

- 

- 

Weight  — 

- 

- 

Part  or  Organ  — ~ 

- 

- 

Weight  - ~ 

■ 

(in  lbs). 

OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  were  condemned  as  imfit  for  human  consumption 

89  Tins  of  food. 

4 Ihs*  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
4 Ihs.  Canned  Corned  Beef. 

1380  Broiler  Chickens. 
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PARTICULAil§  OP  VIS'lTS  AlTD  DTSFECTIOl’S. 


Pul^lic  Healthy 

Inspections  Public  Health.  Act 
Eeinspections  Public  Health  Act 
Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests 
Cesspools 

Sewage  Disposal  Installations 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Heater  Supply 

Housing. 


Inspections  Housing  Act  ... 
Reinspections'Housing  Act  ... 
Visits  re  overcrowding  ... 
Visits  and  Inspections  under  the  Rent  Act  ... 

Refuse  Collection. 


Visits  to  Premises 
Visits  to  Tips. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Inspections 

Inspections 

Inspections 

Inspections 

Inspections 


of  Meat 

of  Slau^terhouses 
of  Food  Premises 
of  Bake-houses 
of  Unsound  Food 


Licensed  Premises. 


Inspections  re  cleanliness, conveniences  etc... 


Sampling. 


Water  samples  taken 
Ice  Cream  samples  taken 


13 

25 

20 

6 

2 

7 

12 


21 

23 

0 

2 


35 

158 


249 

36 

30 

0 

12 


23 


47 

0 


Total  carried  forward  ...  717 
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Total  Brought  forward 


717 


Moveahle  Dwellings* 


Inspections  of  Tents,  Vans  and  sheds.  ...  85 

Factories  Act. 

Inspections  of  Factories  v;ith  Power  ...  17 

Inspections  of  Factories  v/ithout  Power  ...  3 

Inspections  of  other  premises 

(excluding  outworkers  premises)  ...  0 

Inspections  of  outworkers  premises  ...  2 

Pets  Act. 

Inspecti6n  of  Pet  Shops  ...  0 

Council  Houses. 

Inspections  and  Visits  to  Council  Houses  ...  126 

Inspections  of  premises  of  Council  House 


Applicants  93 

Miscellaneous. 

Farm  Premises  Inspected  •».  2 
Premises  Disinfected  ...  1 
Infectious  disease  investigations  ...  1 
Rodent  Control  . , . I92 
Disinfestation  and  inspections  of 

verminous  premises  ...  12 
Inspections  under  Petroleum  Act  ...  9 
Appointments  with  Owners  ...  99 
Unfounded  complaints  ...  1 
Other  successful  visits  ...  58 
Unsuccessful  visits  ...  I58 


Total.  ...  1576 


Telephone  calls  made  and  received  ...  303 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS  I962 


By  Private  Enterprise  t ^ 

New  dwellings  erected 
By  the  Council  : — 


25 


New  dwelling  erected  5 

Total  Property  Controlled  By  the  Co\incil  on  3l3t  December,  I962 

Council  Houses  835 

Sundries 


IMPROmiENT  GRANT  S . 


Improvements  Grants  imder  the  Housing  (Financial  Provision 
Act,  19581  Section  30,  and  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act, 

1959 » were  made  in  respect  of  schemes  for  35  properties. 

2 of  which  were  Discretionary  Grants  and  33  Standard  Grants. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAivIAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


Treatments  for  the  extermination  of  rats  and  mice  on  private 
properties  are  carried  out  hy  a private  firm,  with  headquarters  at 
Royston,  on  hehalf  of  the  Council,  This  firm  also  carry  out  work 
on  local  farm  premises  under  contract  with  the  occapiers,  and 
on  'business  premises  under  direct  order  from  the  occupiers.  The 
Council  have  contracts  with  the  firm  for  the  treatment  of  the  Refuse 
Tips,  192  inspections  were  made  "by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  d'oring 
the  year. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


The  collection  of  refuse  continues  on  a fortnightly  basis 
for  the  v/hole  of  the  District. 

During  the  year  trials  were  carried  out  with  two  types  of 
compression  vehicles,  with  the  hope  of  giving  a weekly  collection  to 
the  more  built-up  portions  of  the  Area  at  some  future  date. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  tipping  sites  at 
Dane  Bridge,  Much  Hadham,  and  at  Furneux  Pelham.  The  use  of  a third 
tipping  site  at  Buckland  was  discontinued  at  the  end  of  March.  This 
site  was  levelled  and  consolidated  by  means  of  a Bulldozer,  and 
covered  with  a layer  of  earth. 

As  the  tipping  area  at  Dane  Bridge,  Much  Hadham,  is 
almost  filled  to  capacity,  negotiations  have  been  progressing  for 
the  use  of  worked  out  sand  and  gravel  pits  at  Hadham  Mill,  Much  Hadham, 
for  the  reception  of  refuse.  It  is  expected  that  the  disposal  of 
refuse  at  Hadham  Mill  will  commence  early  in  the  New  Year,  and  that 
the  Bishop’s  Stortford  Urban  District  Council  will  also  use  this 
tip,  sharing  in  the  costs  of  maintenance  etc. 
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rACTOHIES  ACTS 


SWARY  OF  RSTURIJ 


REPORTS  OE  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FACTOHIBS  ACTS,  1937  to  1959* 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Jactories  Act, 1537 


Part  I of  the  Act. 


1,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  hy  Public  Health  Inspector^. 


Premises 

Number 

1 

Number  of 

1 

on  , 
Regi  ster 

Inspections 

TTritten 

n 4.- 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  S,1 
2,3,4  and  6,  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities, 

■■ 

6 

3 

1 

1 

! 

1 

i 

i 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  which 

S.y  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

41 

17 

1 

j 

/^iii)  Other  premises  in 
[ which  S,7  is  enforced  by 
, the  Local  Authority 
j (excluding  outworkers 
j premises). 

1 

1 

! 

! 

I TOTAL 

47 

1 20 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  j Number 

found  i of  cases 


Particulars 

Referred  ^ 

in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M.  i 

prosecut— 

1 

1 

1 

Inspector 

Inspector 

i 

ions  were 
instituted.  ; 

Want  of  clean- 
liness (S.l.)  ! - 

— 

\ 

1 Overcrowding(S.2),|  — 

- 

- 

jUnreasonable  ^ 

! temperature(S,3),  | — 

— 

1 Inadequate  i 

j ventilation  (S.4).l  - 

! i 

f 
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' 

1 

Number 

of  cases  in 

which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of  i 

1 

cases  in 

1 

Particulars  | 

Found 

Remedied 

1 

Referred 

To  H.H.  . By  H^ll. 

Inspector  1 Inspector 

I 

which  ! 

pro  sec  tut—  •, 
ions  were 
instituted. 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors(S.6)* 

! 

- 

f 

Sani tary  , 

conveniences 

(S.7). 

! 

1 

(a) 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

i 

(■b) 

( Unsuitable 

1 or  defective 

i 

! (o) 

Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other 
offences 
against  the 

Act  (not 
! including 
offences 
relating 
to  Out- 
workers), 

> 

i 

) 

! 

1 

1 

1 

i 

j 

i 

1 

1 

\ 

TOTAL 

i 1 



1 ~ 

1 

- 

1 

1 - — — 
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Part  Vlll  of  the  Act 


Outwork, 


(Sections  110  8.nd  111), 


Section  110 

Section  111  | 

Nature  of 

Work, 

No.  of 

Out 

workers 

in 

August 

list 

required 

Section 

110(1) 

(c). 

No,  of 
Cases 
of 

default 
in  , 

sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council, 

No, of 
Prosecut- 
ions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists. 

1 No, of 
j instances 
j of  work 
in 

j unwhole- 
t some 
! premises, 

1 

1 

i 

! 

Notices 

served 

Fro-  1 

secut  - ' 
ions,  ; 

Wearing  Apparel 

' 

"T 

1 

1 

Making  etc. 

6 

. ! 

1 

Curtains  and 

furniture 

hangings. 

1 

*-• 

I 

Paper  hags 

1 

- 

The  making 
of  boxes 
or  other 
. receptacles 
or  parts 
thereof 
made  wholly 
or  parti cally 
of  paper 

1 

TOTAL 

8 



- 

1 

1 

L: ! 
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i 


ill 


